The rationale for supportive care after perinatal death.
Parents experiencing perinatal death have health care needs beyond the physical needs of the postpartum woman. Health care providers must direct their attention to the emotional needs of the couple. Parents can be offered the opportunity to participate in decisions regarding their care and thereby regain a sense of control over a situation that frequently produces frustration and anger. Appropriate care, offered within a variety of structures, will more likely be provided when the health care professional addresses the needs of the grieving couple in an open, sensitive manner.